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Mechanisation
as the engine of
agricultural growth

Opportunities for the renewal of Greece's
fleet of farm machinery

£p1oplondg Tng péAvvong tov weptPdarloviog, peimon
I I 70V XPOvou gpyaciag kat atEnon tov kabapov aypoti-
K0V e1008nnato¢ Katd 20% givat optopéva pévo and
Ta TAEOVEKTAUATA TNG EKUNXAVIONG TNG EAANVIKAG YepPYiag.
Soupnva (e ov 1poedpo tov TuvSéonov Elcaynyémv Avti-
TPooOTTV Mnxavnudtov (EEAM) k. ZdpPa Mralovkton, ye
Bdon ta otoxeia Tov ovvSéopov, aAld kat couPrva e épevva
tov IOBE mpo e€aetiag, Ta yewpyikd unyaviipata otnv EANG-
Sa, eAxvotiipeg kat TapeAképeva, voTePOBY T600 ae aplBus,
600, KUPINGE, 08 TAAWGTNTA KAl KAT ~ EXEKTAON OE TEXVONOYI-
KO eminedo, CLYKPITIKA UE AVTAYWVIOTPLEG XDPES, OTWE gival
n Iomavia, n IToptoyalia, n Italia k.d.

O at6\og apiBuei wepi ta 150.000 Tpaktép oe Aertovpyia, apBude
mov Oewpeital ukpd¢ oe oxéon He ALTO TOV KATAYEYPAUUEVHVY
vewpylk®v ekpetalledoenv. H péon nAikia tov tpaktép eivat
TAve ard 25 €tn, XPOVOC ATAYOPELTIKOC YLa €va TTAPAYWOYLKO
unydavnua. To peyalitepo 1000016 TOL GTOAOV, TTOL ayYilel T0
50%, eival Ipaktép n\ikiag 26-40 eTHV!

«Ta paktép otnv EAAGSa eivan avtiapaywyikd, exipapivooy
70 KOOTOC TAPAYWYNG, gival TexvoAoyikd TATipwE aragiopéva,
Snuovpyouv 18laitepa kakég ovvbikeg epyaciag yia tov xelploti
Kat arote\ovy aitieg TpdKAnong atuxnUAToV Kat pbIavong Tov
TePIBAAAOVTOC», ONUEIDVEL XAPAKTNPIOTIKA 0 K. MTtalovKTotic.
TToteg gival Spuwe ot SuvatdTnteg avavémong Tov aTéAov TV
TPAKTEP, APA KAL TEPALTEPM EKUNYAVIONS TNG EAANVIKAG YE®P-
yiag; Ta Zxédia Bedtiwong. Xto véo mpdypauua yia ta xéda
Beltioong tov Ilpoypdupatog Aypotikig AvdrtuEng 2014-2020
avapévetal va evraxfovv mepinov 3.800 véol Sikatotyot, yeyovoc
TOU TEKUNPLAVEL TNV Bitapén onpavtikot eviiapépovtog and
TOUC TAPAYWYOLC V1A TNV AVAVEDGN TOL 0TOAOUL TOUG.

Yugpova pe otolxeia tov TEAM, 10 80% TV AYyOPOV TPAKTEP
otnv eAANVIKT ayopd YiveTal pe 0KOTO va avTIKATAGTAGEL O
TAPAYWYOE TO TPAKTEP TOL 1 va TpooBéael éva kavotpyto pn-
XAvVNnua, oL TPOoPEPEL vEeS SLVATOTNTES KAl KAIVOTOUIES OTIC
kaAAiépyetéc Tov. O kKAGS0G TV aypoTdv €xelL Tnv evkalpia va
YVOPIoEL TIC HeYAABTEPES KAl ONUAVTIKOTEPES ETALPELEC EUTO-
plag Kat TOANONG YE®PYIKAV unyavnpudtov otn Sidpkeia tng
éxBeong Agrotica. «Mia eniokepn oe pia kAadikn ékBeon, 6me¢

EXPOSED IN THESSALONIKI

n Agrotica, umopei va meioet Tov kabéva yia 1o evliapépov twmv
EMOKENTAOV YL VEA UNYAVARATA, TTOV PUTTOPOVY TTPAYUATIKA vV
avricovv Ty avtayoviotikétnta tov ‘EAAnva aypétn» kaza-
Atiyel 0 K. MtaAovkTong.

LESS ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION, REDUCED LABOUR TIME
AND a 20% increase in net farm income are just some of the ad-
vantages that mechanisation can bring to Greek agriculture.
According to Savvas Balouktsis, president of the Association of
Importers of Agricultural Machines (SEAM), based on the associ-
ation'sown figures and a six-year-old study by the Foundation for
Economic & Industrial Research (IOBE) Greece's fleet of tractors
and towed implements is both smaller and older, and therefore
less technologically advanced, than those of its competitors, e.g.
Spain, Portugal and Italy.

Greece has approximately 150,000 tractors in operation, a num-
ber considered small for the number of registered farms. Moreo-
ver, their average age is over 25 years, far too old for a productive
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machine, and nearly 50% of Greece's tractors are between 26-40
years old!

“Greece's tractors are unproductive, add to production costs, are
technological dinosaurs, create terrible working conditions for
the operator, cause accidents and pollute the environment”, Mr
Balouktsis told us.

But what possibilities are there for renewing the country’s tractor
fleet and thus further mechanising Greek agriculture? The Improve-
ment Schemes. The Rural Development Programme 2014-2020's
new Improvement Schemes are expected to attract some 3800
young beneficiaries, confirming that farmers are keen to renew
their fleets.

SEAM figures show that 80% of the tractors boughtin Greece are
intended to replace old ones or add a new machine offering innova-
tive new possibilities. At the Agrotica trade fair farmers can meet
representatives of the biggest and most important names in the
agricultural machinery business. "A visit to a sectoral exhibition,
like Agrotica, is proof positive of farmers' genuine interest thereis
in new machines that can increase their productivity”, he added.
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